£*8 The Mother’s Gift, 
deed was performed, and who f aw 
him galloping away, overtook him in 
a few minutes. The wildnefs of his 
looks, and his cloaths being ftained 
with blood, confirmed their fufpicions. 
M’hey requeued to know the nature of 
the bufinefs that required fuch expe- 
dition. Confcious guilt betrayed it- 
felf by his blufhes and unconnected 
anfwers. They forcibly carried him 
to the next town, where they furren- 
dered him to the officers of juftice. 
The proofs were ftrong againlt him. 
He at laft confefTed the horrid faft, 
was tried and condemned : behold 
him now in a dungeon., loaded with 

heaw irons, his 

-» 


bed 



bed only ftraw, his food bread and 
water, deferted by every companion, 
and deprived by ill conduct of every 
former friend. He was attended by 
the clergyman who vifited the inha- 
bitants of this fad place. The worthy 
man was aftonilhed at his ignorance, 
and compaflionated his wretchednefs. 
He found, that the fource of his mis- 
fortunes and guilt, was a negledted 
E 3 educa- 




